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followed up their capture of the Reich by establishing their supremacy
in the Free City.
Here, again, the immediate sequel to the change of regime in the
Reich, during the interval between the 30th January and the date
on which the Free City followed suit, was an act of provocation—this
time on the Polish side. At the beginning of March 1933 the Polish
Government increased to 200 men the police-force of 88 men which
they were entitled, under the Polish-Danzig Agreement of 1921, to
keep at Westerplatte, in Danzig Harbour, for the protection of the
Polish munition stores there.1 The League of Nations High Commis-
sioner at Danzig brought the matter to the attention of the Council;
and at Geneva, on the 14th March, the Polish Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Colonel Beck, agreed to withdraw the additional 112 men
in consideration of an undertaking by the President of the Danzig
Senate that adequate measures to safeguard the rights of Poland on
the Westerplatte Peninsula would be taken by the Danzig authorities.
At the same meeting of the Council, the two parties also agreed to
accept the Council's proposals for clearing up questions which were
in dispute in regard to the recruitment and control of the Danzig
Harbour Police. And thus a certain detente in Polish-Danzig relations
was already achieved before the Nazi capture of Danzig, which began
with the seizure of the local trades-union headquarters by local S.A.
detachments on the 12th May, 1933, and which was completed when
the elections of the 28th May, for the local Volkstag, gave the Nazis
50-03 per cent, of the votes cast and 38 seats in the new Diet out of 72.
Thereafter, the new Nazi regime in Danzig displayed a goodwill
towards Poland which marked a new departure in the Free City's
policy. On the 3rd July, 1933, the first Nazi President and Vice-
President of the Danzig Senate arrived in Warsaw, invested by the
newly elected Danzig Volkstag with extraordinary powers, in order
to seek a direct understanding with Poland on current matters of
dispute; and the negotiations at Danzig, under the auspices of the
League High Commissioner, by which this visit was followed, resulted,
on the 5th August, in the initialing of an agreement which settled
two of the more serious of the questions still outstanding, namely,
the use by Poland of the Port of Danzig and the status, in the Free
City, of Polish nationals and other persons of Polish origin or language.
In the same month, a party of Hitler Youth visited a Polish youth
camp in the Tatra; and further progress towards clearing up the still
outstanding political questions was made during a second visit which
1 See the Survey for 1925, vol. ii, pp. 242-3, and the Survey for 1932,
pp. 375, 377.

